An Account of the Proceedings at the Seſſions for 
the City of Weſtminſter, againſt T homas Whitfield. 
Scrivener ; Fohn Smallbones, Woodmonger ; and 
William Laud, Painter; for Tearing a Petition 
prepared to be Preſented to the Kings Majeſtic, 

| for the ſitting of the P arliament. Whith an Ac- 
count ofthe ſaid Peution preſented on the 3th. In- 
ſtant, and His Majeſties Gracious Anſwer, 


arte Eh, T being the undoubred Right of the Subjects of England, and Wars- 
» | Lhobs 6-32. Vol rantcd by thc Law of the Land, and thc gencral practice of all for- 
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hower LONT'S mer timcs. i: an humble manner to apply themſelves to His Ma jelty, 
«he ee. the Abſence of Parkaments, by Petitzen ; for the Reareſs of their Ge. 
ances, and for the orteining ſuch H-I1g5 as they apprehend neceſſary or beneficial, 
19 the ſafe ty and well-veing of the Nution. And it bcing their Duty to which 
| tiey are bound, by the expreſs words of the Oath of 
TOE on Ne Os Alleziance, * to repreſent to Him any danger which 
Bis Maiev, He Pehve, and Suceiſſurs and they apprehend Threatning his Royal Perſon or His 
apts oye $a > rrp eg Gorerinment 5 divers perſons in and about the City of 
ud Attempts wbatſoerty, x mich (hall bz j 1 C[t tint r.confidering the to0 apparent and unſpeak- 
; Mat CSU} TIN or TR ps, {4 able danger His Majeſty and His Kingdoms are in, from 
bet is D Utoſe and mac the Helliih Plots and Villanous Conſpiracies of the 
on fog Majeſy, fag NS a bloody Papiſts aud their Adherents, and CONCEIVINg NO 
Cn irab oe bach I ſhall brow or have Tultictent(or at leaſt fo fit Jremedy could bc provided a- 
of to 05 againſt im or any of theme &amit it, but by the Parhament by whom alone ſevera] 
 perſonsaccuſed of theſe accurſed deſigns can be brought 
to Trya), did prepare and fign a Petition, humbly repreſenting to His Ma- 
jeſty, the eminent danger His Royal Perſon, the Proteſtunt teeligion, and 
the Government of this Nation werein;z from that moſt damnable and 
 Helliſh Popiſh plot, branched forth into ſeveral the moſt Horrid Villanies : for 
which ſeveral of the principal Confpirators ſtand impeached by Parlia- 
ment, and thereby humbly praving that the Par/zament might Sit upon the 
26th. of Famrar;, to trv the Offci:ders, and to Reareſſe the 192portant Griew- 
ances no othermayzes to be Reareſſed, of which Thomas VFkitfield, Fohn Small- 
: POKCE, and M772; 1 aud, it habitants 11 Weſiminſtergakin notice 3 UPOR 
the 20th. day of Decemricy laſt, they ſent to Mr. Williane Elorſle who. had 
Signed and promoted the Petition, and mn whoſe cuſtody it was 3 to bring 
or ſend it to them, tor that they dchired to Sign it:and thereupon Mr. Hor/e- 
fey attended them, and producing the Petition in which many perſons had 
joyned, he delivered it at their requeſt to be by them Read and Signed, 
but Mr }F/itfeld immediatly tore it in pieces,and threw 1t towards the fire, 
and Smallbones CAcnng it up, ſaid, that he would not take 10s. for the 
names, and then they declared that they ſent for it for that very purpoſe, 

and owned themſclves all concerned m the delign. 

Upon Vir. Hor/iey's complaint hereot to a Juſtice of the Peace, a War- 
rant was granted agaiift them, and they being taken thereupon, after ex- 
amination of the mattcr were bound to appear and anſwer 1t at the next 
quartcr Sctlions of the Peace for the City of Weſtminſter, and upon Fry- 
day the 9th. of Jarnary inſtant the Sefitons being holden, and there be- 
ing preſent ſeveral Juſtices of the Peace that are emiment Lawyers, the 
matter was brought before them, and the Grand Jury Indicted the ſaid 


FP Eitfeld, Small-bowes. and I nd as tolloweth, (t3z.) 
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The City,  Þmrrough and Town of Weſmmſeer in ite County of 

: | Bddefex 3 — 334 
4FV \Juxops for our Sqyeraign Lord the King upop 114 Gale do prefcat,, that Apotas gfe S:; 
«-Y** jects and Liege People 7 the Kings and Ducens of this Rel of England, by the Lawesting (- 
« Slops of the Real, have uſe and. been accnftomed th Yepreſent ter Prylique Git ances &5 Petition on 41 
« any othcr ſubpmiffees way 5 -Andthat the 20th. day of Decremory3n the One and Thurtieth Year of iÞG 
« Reign of our Soveraign» Lord 6hprles the Second, by the Grace of God, of England, Scotland, #1 2: 
<« 5hd 1e14nd King, Pcettcbder of the Faith, &c: ax the Pariſh of St. Martins in the Fie/gds, within the 
** Liberuae, of rhe. Dean and Chapter of the Callegiate Church of St. Peter, of the City Burrough and 
* Town of 1'e[tmin$teripthe County of Middleſex 1 a Petitzon written 1n paper, was prepared and Sub- 


« [:;;hed with che hands of divers the ſaid Kings SubjeQs and Liege People, (to the Jury unknown) 


< and to pur ſaid Severaign Lord King Charley the Second Diretted, and ro dur faid Soveraign Lord 
Wy 


16 Rinp tobe Preſented and Delivered z by which Petztion 2t was phown, that whereas there had bin 
« in4 ws. q poit daunabls Plot, agaznit the. Koyal Perſon of aur ſaid Sovtraign Lora the King, the Prote- 
< fant Religion, and well Eſtabliſhed Government of this Realm, for which Plot ſeveral of the Princip! 
© Con(ptrators were inmpeached by Parliament,and whereby it was bumbly prayed tb.4:t the Parliament which w.ts 
* prorogued;ta the 25th. day of Jamaary next enſurng in the ſaid Year, might then ſit to Tiy the Oftende)s, and 
« to redreſs the preſſing Grievances not otherwiſe to be Redreſſed. And that Thomas #hit{e{d lare of the 
« (2d Pariſh of St. Martins in the Fzelds 1n the Liberty aforciazd and rhe Countte aforctaid, Yeo- 
© man, '7Zobn Smallbones late of the ſaid Pariſh, within the Liberty aforeſaid 1in-the Countic aforeſaid, 
* Woodmonger, and #'iliam Laud late of the Pariſh aforeſaid in the Couniic aforeſad, Yeoman ; 
« being perſons ill-affeed and Contriving, Deviſing and Intending as much as In them lay, to hinder the 
«* ſitting of the ſaid Parliament as was prayed by the ſaid Petition, and alſo to hinder ths 1:74; of the ſaid 
« Offenders, aud Redreſſing the ſaid Grivances, the ſaid 20th. day of D:cemver in the ſaid One and Thir- 
« tjieth Year of the Reign of our ſaid Sovereign Lord the King, as Rioters and Diſturters oi the Peace 
<* of our Sovereign Lord the King, for the Diſturbing of the Peace of our taid Sovereign Lord the 
« King, wjth Force and Arms at the ſaid Pariſh within the Liberic aforctatd mm the Counue aforclad, 
" Uolavfully and Riotouſly did Aſſemble themſelyes and being lo then and there Allembled, wich 
* Farce and Arms then and there 4nlawſullze Rivtouſlie and Inpuriouflie, !1e ſaid Petitign bulng delt- 
« vered by one William Horſley to them the (aid Thomas uhitfeld, Jol;n $9 11!hones and 17am 1 11.4 at 
<* their Requeſt, and for the ſubſcribing their Names thercunto 1t-they ſhould think fic, d4i4 Tear 7n 
& pzeces in contempt of our ſaid Soverezgn Lord the Kang, and of his Laws, tothe evil Example of all 
<* others in the hike Caſes Offending, and againſt rhe. Peace of our laid Soveryign Lord the Ring 113 
* Crown and Dignity. | 


The Names of the Grand Jury that found the Bill, are theſe 


atiliiam Jacob Tohn Weſton Faward nhitefoot James Harrold 

Thomas Trevor Martin Frogg Fobn Gentle Corne!zus Richfield 

Fraſmus Browne FZohn Pierce Thomas Harris George #u1ight, Apothecary 
Henry Dagley Robert Pinke malliam Fortunts 7 < Walter Wright 

Richard Streets Nathaniel Vil binſon Roger- Higadon | Adam Langley. 

7obn Healy 


Upon Wedneſday the 9th. of this inſtant 7anuary many Gentlemen and Eminent Cirizens , v;ho 
had been concerned for managing the Petition for the Sitting of the Parliament, upon the 26th. 1nſ{tanc 
mer together and agreed upon the method of finiſhing the ſame, and of nominavir;3 Fir perſons for the 
preſenting it to His Majeſtic, which being accordingle done ; theſe Gentlemen following ( 33.) 


Sir Gilbert Gerrard Barrouet, Son in Law to the late Biſhop of Durham. 


Francis ChayitonEſq, ' Tohn Smith Eſq; Ellis Criſve Eſq; Henry Aſhurſt Ef, 
Jobs Els Eſq5 Fobnſon of Stepney Fſqz; Anthony Selby Eſq, Too. Smiti Eſq; 


Gentlemen of Good Worth and Eſtates, and ſeveral of whom have been cminent Sufferers for Hts 
Majeſtic, did this 13th, of 7anuary, artend His Majeſtie with it at 1þ:teball, when being introduced rg 
His Royal preſence. Sir G{bert Gerrard kneeling, preſenred this Petition z _ | 

"To the Kings Moſt Excellent Majeſtie, the Humble Perition of Your Majeſties moſt dutifil and Loy- 
al Subje&s Inhabitants in and about the City of London, whoſe Names arc hereygder ſub{cribed, 
Sheweth 
« That whereas there has heen and ſtill isa moſt Damnable and Helliſh Popi/Þ Plot branched forth 
« ;nto the moſt Horrid Villames againſt Your Majefties moſt Sacred Perſon, the Proteftant Religion,and 
«the well Eſtabliſhed Government of this Your Realm, for which ſcveral of the principal Con(pirators 
&« ſtand now impcached by Parliament. = 
« Therefore in ſuch a time when Your Majcſtics Royal perſon, as alſo the Froteſtant Religion and 


'« the Governinent of this Nation are thus in moſt eminent Danger. 


1e Tour Majeſties moſt Dutifyl and Obedient Subjetts, 3n the deepeſt ſenſe of 07 Duty, and Allegiance 
to Your Majeſtie, Do moſt bumblie and earne(tle pray, That the Parliament Which 35 proroguet 
xntil the 26th. day of January, may then ſit, to Try the Offenders, and to redreſs all our moſt 
important Grievances, no otherwiſe to be redreſſed. : | 
And Your Petitioners ſhall ever pray for Your 
Majeſties long and 5 pra Reign. 

And expreſſed himſelf ro this effet, Sir, Ihave a Pet/tzon from many thouſands of your Majeſties Duti- 
{ul and Loyal Subjefis, in and about Your City of London, which Ihumblie preſent 3n thesy Namwss, and de- 
fire Your Majetie would be pleaſed to read it. 

To which His Majeſtie gave this Gracious anſwer, 1 now the ſubſtance of it. already, I aw Heal of t'? 
Government, and will take care of it, and then received the Petition, 1; bcing a grear Rolt of aboye 10 
Yards in length, and carrycd itaway in His Hand, 


